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De-ar Mr Kreilner, 

l. Thank. you vtory illnch :or my copy of whft! r C,\I\ I)nly describe as a most extraordi­
nary analytical trealise on one of tile mosl impOri<!ill 0" tactical maneuvres. namely the 
pellelration maneuver. 

) th you correclly pointed OUI in your covering leller. I have a very bu,;y schedule al 
present. given the IransltiOllal nature nf current Sonlh African pOlilics. anr! the consequential 
effects 011 the South African Defence Force and its future. Neverlileless. I did find some 
time to acquaint myself with the salient features of your theorem. and ilccording to y"ur ex­
pressed wish. I would like to make the folluwing remarks. 

a. The difference you drew between a frontal ,llt,lek and .1 penetration atlack is 
correct. important. and not always recognised. 

b. The <~mphasls oillocaling the weak pl'illl in the ellemy lille 01' bottle is ufcrili ­
cill importance. It i, also eniiglHening to observe the importance you attach 
not only 10 physical. but also 10 morale weak poults. In om experience this 
is in most cases probably he weak point. Your reference (0 weak point.s 
where different. formations have common boundaries (British 10th and 13th 
Corps, Article 8. p 35) is equally interesTing. 

c. \\lith respeci to the penelTallon equations 

i. [t is not general pract.tce to follow silch " mathematlcai ilpproach as 
you did - it cert.a.inly made interesting re:lding. especially in view of 
the (act thai Ihe aClual mathematics involved. is of quite simple trigo­
nometrical nature. and well within the grasp and usage of the average 
"Ime" officer. although [ must concede. al fw;t glance it appears to he 
what the !Initialed may call "he;",)' sllIff": 

iiI.	 Art.icles 17 to 53.2 were experienced as a more general-tactical rather 
than mathematical Ireatise, whicl1 I found very enlightening and wilh 
which J concur. 

_'. I hope that I have grasped your ma.thematical theory correctly in oreler to could l,aVe 
related il 10 our own experience and 10 could have commented as [ have done above - it was 
IOdeed a most rewarding but alas daunting task 10 not only acquainl myself wilh your theory. 
but also tn comment on It as you have asked me 10 do. 

4, Could you perhaps furnish l1Ie with Ih~ price of your bno!;: a~ well OJ the name "nd 
address of the publisher ~o ihat we can acquire a copy (or use at Ollr Army College~ 

5. I wish you success in the development of Ihe rest of Ihe series on grand lactical ope­
ratinns. and hope thai in this regard. the link forget! between yuurself and the SA Army in 

'this fashion. will be kept alive. 
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